
Jtlpinm Rack 

Aside from Sebastopol Bluffs, the most accessible rock climb¬ 
ing is at Twin Stream. Although this is a 'crag/ the 4 hour 
approach is committing and the aVea definitely fells in the 
alpine rock genre. It is seasonal and is best to avoid in winter. 

For more information see a the New Zealand Alpine Club 
(NZAC) Barron Saddle - Mt Brewster mountaineering 
guide by Ross Cullen, which is available from the NZAC. 
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Orange Wall 


Red Arete Area 


Kingfisher Slabs 


Lunar Wall 


The Gully 


Twin Cracks Wall 


Crucifix Wall 


From the village, walk or 
drive back along the main 
road for about 2km. Park in front 
of the bluffs and follow the tracks 
across the river bed. 

Most of the climbs are bolted, 
but take a rack for the mixed 
and trad lines. Make sure that you 
treat the rock with usual alpine 
caution. There is a fair amount of 
rubble on the ledges so helmets are 
essential. Many of the routes are 
over 25m long and two ropes are 
necessary for descents. 

Unwin Lodge is owned by the 
NZAC and is about 3km back 
down the main road from the vil¬ 
lage. Wyn Irwin Hutt is near the 
campground and is owned by the 
Canterbury Mountaineering Club. 
Both club huts have great facilities, 
but club members will get preferenc 
Irwin is locked in winter. There is 
ground on the wav to the HnnLpr > 
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Orange Wall 


Grassy slope 


2 ridge, descend into a small gully 
Dto 2) and across to the base of 
Wall. At the time of printing this 








© 

10 ® 


© 

14 ® 


CD 

9 ? 


Morris on Peeled Back 21 

TOM MACTAVISH 


★ 19 Clementine 28m 

Veer slightly right to begin 
then drift left to avoid th< 
nasty broken overlap. One 
beyond this enjoy th 
upper face veering right 
wa rds. Murray Judge 2012 

★ 21 The Orange Man 30m 

Veer right across the beau¬ 
tiful and well protected 
slab. Beyond the overlap 
the climb stays right of the 
vegetation. 

Rob Connolly John Hamilton 2012 

**21 Peeled Back 30m 

Start on the far right of the 
wall from the wee tree. 
Climbs straight up through 
three tricky overlaps. 

Paul Aubrey 1980s 
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O **20 Jaffa 18m 

® Sustained and delicate out¬ 
ing on good rock. 

Jane Morris 2011 

0 **19 Bitter Sweet 22m 

-j & A stunning face just left of 
* the overlap. Thought pro¬ 
voking on angled holds. 

Torn MacTavish 2011 

The following climbs on this wall 
all climb through an overlap. This 
is loose and blocky in places. Both 
climber and belayer should be 
aware. 

o ★★17 Freshly Squeezed 26m 

g « Start up the weakness of 
c the left side of the lower 
slab. Once over the over¬ 
lap, bliss out over the over¬ 
ly good top face. 

Murray Judge 2011 


a 20 The Bitter End 15m 

« On the far left of the wall is a deceptively easy 
6 ! looking arete. You will find yourself trending 
rightwards across the face on small holds. 

Rob Connolly 2012 

Q 16 Lemon and Lime 12m 

- « Warm up through vegetation to start this friendly 
* slab. Tricky near the top but still more sweet 
than sour. Murray Judge 2012 

O 16 Mandarin 11m 

4 « The start is best accessed from the left end of the 
5 main wall. A fun and zesty face climb. 

Murray Judge 2012 

O 20 Squirt 13m 

■3 « On the left of the main face is this technical chal- 
lenge. Enjoy the mostly harmless run-out to the 
anchor. Tom MacTavish 2011 








19 Balls 17m 

A nice start via a fat wire placement to 
the slab. Bravery through the crux is 
rewarded with great holds and 
bomber gear. Murray Ball 

★ 21 Ethical Debate 18m 

Absorbing and sustained climbing up 
the centre of the face. It is wise to 
place the start wire as lor Balls or 
Twin Cracks. Kiersten Price 

16 Twin Cracks 20m 

A distinct, jagged crack. Watch the 
» loose blocks down low and take 

wide range of cams. 


Crucif iH Wall 

This is the firs, wail that you 
ascending the scree slope at ,h ^ win Cracks 

aag. It is about 100m right ft 

Wall. The climbs are worthy | e ft 

ha s three climbs in the -—- 

O 18 Crucifix 23m to 

A thin crack that A[ [ht - 

1 r most solid rock on t up ,o 

top, clip the bolt and seta 

the anchor 

0 17 Doubtful Thonta' 23m nan ^ 

, e Thin moves to at [op rtu 
1 ' climbing up the ^ 

•"* is on broken ground- 

0 14 Crucifax 20m ^ ^ righ , 

1 f A r fl he wad h takeS ' 







© **19 Magic Messiah 37m 

6 £ Crimps and technical face moves past 
the bolts to a lovely crack. This links 
the first two pitches of the original 
line (a seven pitch adventure that 
deteriorates further up). 

Peter Dickson, Alex Pa lman , Jo Kip pax 1991 

20m around the base of the cliff is a narrow 
brushed wall between two bands of vegeta¬ 
tion. 

★ 20 Poison Dwarf 12m 

4 ® A groovy sequence of crimps that is 
" short but nuggety. Kylie Wakelin 1999 


IhE PulllJ 

There are quite a few routes in this area, but 
they do not get much traffic. The rock is quite 
patchy, but where it is good it is really good. 


The following climb is uphill from the 
Crucifix Wall at the apex of the scree fan. 

O **21 Tremor 30m 

Gain the ledge via 3 bolts and contin- 
^ ^ ue past a single bolt anchor to the 
smooth, inset face. There are amazing 
moves over the bulge and an optional 
#1-1.5 cam protects to the roof. 

Brent Shears 1999 

C limb 5m up to the belay ledge on the right. 

© *21 Revenge of the Podge 37m 

7 ? If winter decadence has been weigh- 
* n g y° u down, this one will be a chal¬ 
lenge. It’s a sweet ‘n’ sour creation 
with stunning sections of rock mixed 
in with looser stuff. Brent Shears 


Lunar 'Wall 

This expanse of rock 
These don't match up 
terms of rock quality, 

vivaciousness. 


two airy routes. 
R ed Arete Area m 
e a certain alpine 








course. Tom Fyfe 11 

PI *13 37m The 


e: 

a great warm u| 


Q ★ 17 Lunar Landing 55m 

10? Not immaculate rock, but still a pitch 
of intergalactic proportions and stellar 
exposure. Brent Shears 1999 

© *19 Lunar Tick 46m 

10? An adventure up the right side of the 
wall. Start up the vegetated rock and 
veer left to a light, streaked section. A 
lot of fun, but treat the holds with 
caution. Brent Shears 1999 

IZed Arete Area 

An outing up this bluff on a sunny day is mag¬ 
nificent. It is a great place to get some height, 
practice multi-pitch climbing, or just enjoy link¬ 
ing up primo slab pitches. The rock is an allur¬ 
ing shade of red and is incut with juggy edges. 
The anchors have been well set up by local 
guides for instruction and you will find abseil 
points in all the right places. Be aware of other 
parties, especially when pulling ropes, as this 
may dislodge loose rock.__ 

*14 Let's Go Bushwalking 35m 

g ® This is a multi-pitch climb, hut things 
S get a little vegetated after the First 
pitch. Start at the left end of the slab 
and hike straight through to the 
anchor. If you feel like completing the 
climb, head out left among the shrub¬ 
bery (grade 16). Paul Aubrey 

© Shark Attack 03 , 

Put up with minimal gear by Nic 

back in the day, this big Fish has since 
been retro-bolted. Nick Cradock 1980s 
_ pi *12 23m A laid-back start to a big 
4 r old slab. Follow a ladder of solid 

ledges. 












6 f P2 * 15 27m Yet morc beautiful slab 

climbing. The rock-over move 

through the little roof adds to the 
excitement. 

8 ? P3 **16 37m A sublime face climb on 

the best greywacke you are likely to 
get your digits on. 

© Red Arete EQ 

This pilgrimage to lofty heights above 
the village is a place to ponder the 
mountains and all that is good. 
Legend has it that Tom Fyfe climbed 
this in 1894 as training for the first 
ascent of Mt Cook, sans rope of 
course. Tom Fyfe 1894 

7 ? PI 37m I he second line of bolts 

from the right end of the slab, this is 
a great warm up and beginner lead. 
Although the holds are plentiful, don’t 
expect a monotonous scramble. 

9 ? P2 **13 36m The best grade 13 we’ve 

found in the South Island. For total 
immersion don’t stop at the midway 
anchor. 

© 12 Unnamed 37m 

8 ? An alternative start to the first pitch 

of Red Arete that starts 3m right and 
continues to the same anchor. 


Descend by abseiling the route (twin 

ropes) or bnng shoes and rap 15m off 

the back/right side of the bluffs into a 
gully. Walk I On, down and traverse 
nght all the way to the scree. 



Looking over the valley from Orange wall 


[ Kingfisher Blabs 

From the main track head right and follow 
cairns up to the smooth, red slabs. Don't miss a 
sharp left turn before the matagouri. If you end 
up battling through vegetation, you are def¬ 
initely not on the right track. The following two 
climbs are on the left slab and are accessed 
from the scree. The middle and right slabs are 
reached via the track that takes you to the base 
of Sustalyte. _ 


© Mako E2 

Chris Burtenshaw, AATC2000 
8 f PI *16 30m To reach the start of this 
pitch, climb 3 m left from the top of 
the second pitch of Shark Attack. The 
face is technically interesting after a 
slightly crusty start. 

8 f P2 *15 33m From the anchor, head 
left through the small roof and then 
right to the slab. 


© #*20 Clean Hands 20m 

4 ® Excellent edges on a fine piece of vval 
* A #4 wire can protect the cruxy move 
to the jugs before the bolt. Paul Aubrey 


© 


★ 16 Conservation Crack 20m 

Some voluntary park management 
succeeded in pulling this fissure bac 
from extinction. Dust oft your hexes 
and put in as much stonking gear 

you want. Allan Adanu 
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be next climbs are on the middle slab. 

) **19 Dirty Digits 40m 

8 An awesomely long excursion with 

* alpine charisma. Start up the face and 

* move left of the crack. After the small 
tree, the route follows the pillar on 
stunning rock. Ray Button 1999 

) 16 Kingfisher 40m 

A neglected old thing that needs some 

* lovin'. Apparently it was popular m 

* the 1970s? Allan Adams 

h ***19 Seriass 35m 

'. Immaculate slab climbing. Cling » 
3 r the edge of adhesion on a testing an 

n.n-OUt finish . Tony D^am W~ 


'text climbs are on the right >n>- 

**17 Keep Left Arete 35m 

This jagged arete makes a 
and lengthy climb. Use the arete 


*18 Sustalyte 32m , [hf „ . 

delicate dancing on the ** 

. '•■Kiial run-outs to 
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